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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Information Disclosure Statement 

The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information disclosure 
statement. 37 CFR 1.98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other information 
submitted for consideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609 A(l) states, "the list may not be 
incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a separate paper." 
Therefore, unless the references have been cited by the examiner on form PTO-892, they have 
not been considered. . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5, 7-14, 16-19 and 21- 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Goldenberg ('198). Furthermore Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 11, 12, 16- 19, 21, 22 and 25-30 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Goldenberg and Chu et al. ( c 577). 

As to Claim 1 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al describe catheter devices having an 
anchoring end, comprising: a shaft having a proximal portion and a distal portion; a hub attached 
to the proximal portion of the shaft, the hub having a first member (Goldenberg 42), a second 
member (Goldberg 50) slidably coupled to the first member, and a latch (Goldenberg 52); and a 
cord (Goldenberg 46) running from the distal portion of the shaft through the shaft and having a 
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free end exiting from the hub; the hub having an unlatched state that allows pulling of the cord 
such that the distal portion of the shaft forms an anchoring shape, and a latched state in which the 
latch latches the first and second members together when the second member slidably moves 
relative to the first member so as to secure the cord to the hub. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 
1 A and Chu Figure 2). 

Moreover, as to Claim 2, Goldenberg et al and Chu et al disclose a manually operable 
release member coupled to the latch and being manually operable to release the latch from the 
latched state, wherein: a sliding movement of the second member relative to the first member 
causes the latch to switch from the unlatched state to the latched state; manual operation of the 
release member together with a reverse sliding movement causing the latch to switch from the 
latched state to the unlatched state, wherein unlatching of the latch is disabled without first 
operating the release member. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figures 6 and 7). 

Furthermore, as to Claim 3, Goldenberg et al discloses that the latch produces a tactile 
feedback when the first and second members are latched. 

In Addition, as to Claim 4, Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each describes that one of the 
first and second members has a tongue (Goldenberg 52); and the other of the first and second 
members has a recess that receives the tongue such that when the first and second members are 
latched, the cord is frictionally secured between the tongue and the recess. (See Goldenberg 
Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figure 6). 

Also as to Claim 5, Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each teaches that the latch, as 
mentioned above regarding claim 1, comprises: a recess disposed on the first member; a 
projection disposed on the second member (Goldenberg 52) and adapted to be received in the 
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recess to latch the first and second members together. (See Goldenberg Figure 1 and Chu Figure 
6). 

Moreover, as to Claim 7 Goldenberg et al discloses that the latch described above in 
regards to claim 5, further comprises a release member coupled to the projection (50) and 
operable to release the projection from the recess. (See Figure 1 A). 

In addition, as to Claim 8 Goldenberg et al teaches that the catheter device as mentioned 
above in regards to Claim 7, further comprises of a strain relief (28) slidably coupled to the shaft 
and adapted to cover the release member to limit the ability of a person to release the latch. (See 
Figure 1). 

In addition, as to Claim 9, Goldenberg et al teaches that the catheter device mentioned 
above in regards to Claim 5 comprises a strain relief (28) slidably coupled to the shaft and 
adapted to cover the projection so as to bias the projection into the recess. (See Figure 1). 

Furthermore, as to Claim 10 Goldenberg et al describes a strain relief (28) slidably 
coupled to the shaft and adapted to at least partially cover the hub and at least partially cover the 
proximal portion of the shaft. (See Figure 1). 

In Addition, as to Claim 1 1 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each teaches an anti-rotation 
longitudinal slot disposed on one of the first and second members; an anti-rotation slide 
protrusion (Goldenberg 52) disposed on the other of the first and second members, and sized to 
be received in and to move along the anti-rotation longitudinal slot. (See Goldenberg Figure 1 
and Chu Figure 6) 
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Moreover, as to Claim 12 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each discloses a recess disposed 
on one of the first and second members; a projection (Goldenberg 52) disposed on the other of 
the first and second members. (See Goldenberg Figure 1 and Chu figure 6). 

Also, as to Claim 13 Goldenberg et al describes that the hub further comprises: a port 
(40) in communication with a lumen of the hub, the cord passing through a deformable sealing 
material disposed in the port. (See Figure 1 and Column 2 Line 51). 

In Addition, as to claim 14, Goldenberg et al teach that the catheter comprises of a 
deformable sealing material including a deformable semi-liquid material. (See Column 3 line 
32). 

Furthermore, as to claim 16 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each discloses, a catheter 
device having an anchoring end, comprising a shaft having a proximal portion and a distal 
portion; a hub attached to the proximal portion of the shaft, the hub having a latch; a cord 
running from the distal portion of the shaft through the shaft and having a free end exiting from 
the hub; a slide member slidably coupled to the hub, the slide member having an unlatched state 
that allows pulling of the cord such that the distal portion of the shaft forms an anchoring shape, 
and a latched state in which the hub and the slide member are latched together by the latch, the 
latch latching the hub and the slide member when the slide member slidably moves toward the 
hub. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figure 2). 

Also, as to Claim 17 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each discloses a catheter device 
comprising a manually operable release member coupled to the latch and being manually 
operable to release the latch from the latched state, wherein: a sliding movement of the slide 
member relative to the hub causes the latch to switch from the unlatched state to the latched 
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state; manual operation of the release member together with a reverse sliding movement causing 
the latch to switch from the latched state to the unlatched state, wherein unlatching of the latch is 
disabled without first operating the release member. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu 
Figure 2). 

Moreover, as to Claim 1 8 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each disclose a catheter device 
wherein: one of the hub and the slide member has a tongue; and the other of the hub and the slide 
member has a recess that receives the tongue such that when the first and second members are 
latched, the cord is frictionally secured between the tongue and the recess. (See Goldenberg 
Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figures 6 and 7). 

Furthermore, as to Claim 19 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each describes the catheter 
device wherein the latch comprises: a recess disposed on the hub and a projection disposed on 
the slide member. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figure 6). 

Also, as to Claim 21 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each teach the presence of an anti- 
rotation longitudinal slot disposed on one of the hub and the slide: member; an anti-rotation slide 
protrusion disposed on the other of the hub and the slide member, and sized to be received in and 
to move along the anti-rotation longitudinal slot to limit a rotational movement of the slide 
member relative to the hub. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figure 6). 

Moreover, as to Claim 22 Goldenberg et al al and Chu et al each describe the catheter 
device, further comprising: a recess disposed on one of the hub and the slide member; a 
projection disposed on the other of the hub and the slide member and adapted to be received in 
the recess to prevent the slide member from sliding off the hub. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 
1A and Chu Figure 6). 
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In addition, as to Claim 23 Goldenberg et al, describe the catheter wherein the hub further 
comprises: a port in communication with a lumen of the hub, the cord passing through a 
deformable sealing material disposed in the port. (See Figures 1 and 1 A and Column 2 Line 51). 

In Addition, as to claim 24, Goldenberg et al teach that the catheter comprises of a 
deformable sealing material including a deformable semi-liquid material. (See Column 3 line 
32). 

Also as to Claim 25 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each discloses a manually operable 
release member coupled to the latch and being manually operable to release the latch from the 
latched state, a first predetermined movement of the second member relative to the first member 
causing the latch to switch from the unlatched state to the latched state; manual operation of the 
release member together with a reverse predetermined movement causing the latch to switch 
from the latched state to the unlatched state. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figure 
6). 

Furthermore, as to Claim 26 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each describes the catheter 
device wherein: one of the first and second members has a tongue; and the other of the first and 
second members has a recess that receives the tongue such that when the first and second 
members are latched, the cord is frictionally secured between the tongue and the recess. (See 
Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figure 6) 

In addition, as to Claim 27 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each describe the catheter 
wherein the latch comprises: a recess disposed on the first member; a projection disposed on the 
second member and adapted to be received in the recess to latch the first and second members 
together. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figure 6). 
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Moreover, as to Claim 28 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each discloses the catheter 
device further comprising: an anti-rotation longitudinal slot disposed on one of the first and 
second members; an anti-rotation slide protrusion disposed on the other of the first and second 
members, and sized to be received in and to move along the anti-rotation longitudinal slot to 
limit a rotational movement of the second member relative to the first member. (See Goldenberg 
Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figure 6). 

Also, as to Claim 29 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each discloses a method of anchoring 
and releasing a distal end of a catheter in a body cavity of a patient by a cord extending through 
the catheter and exiting from a hub, the method comprising: latching first and second hub pieces 
by a predetermined engagement movement between the first and second hub pieces to hold the 
cord against movement; unlatching the first hub piece from the second hub piece by a reverse 
movement of the first and second hub pieces; and manually operating a release member coupled 
to the hub to enable the step of unlatching, the step of unlatching being disabled without first 
operating the release member. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figures 2 and 6). 

Furthermore, as to Claim 30 Goldenberg et al and Chu et al each discloses a method 
wherein: the step of latching is a sliding motion of the first hub piece relative to the second hub 
piece in a first axial direction of the hub; and the step of unlatching is a sliding' motion of the 
first hub piece relative to the second hub piece in an opposite axial direction from the first axial 
direction. (See Goldenberg Figures 1 and 1 A and Chu Figures 2 and 6). 

Finally, as to Claim 31 Goldenberg et al discloses a method, further comprising: 
providing a strain relief that at least partially covers the release member to limit the ability of a 


Application/Control Number: 1 0/821 ,472 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3763 

person to release the latch; and removing the strain relief to expose the release member prior to 

the step of manually operating a release member. (See Figures 1 and 1 A). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

Claims 6 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldenberg ('198). Referring to claims 6 and 20, it would have been an obvious matter of 
design choice to provide the first member of the hub with a second recess and adapted to receive 
the projection disposed on the second member. Applicant has not disclosed that the specific 
inclusion of the second recess solves any stated problem that invention would perform equally 
well with one recess such as described in Claim 5 and 19 and taught by Goldenberg. 

Furthermore Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldenberg ('198). Referring to claim 15, it would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to provide that the higher durometer material serve as the upper enclosure above the 
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lower durometer seal of deformable material. Applicant has not disclosed that the specific order 
of the materials solves any stated problem that the invention would perform equally well if the 
deformable material above the higher durometer enclosure as taught by Goldenberg. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aamer S. Ahmed whose telephone number is 571-272-5965. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas Lucchesi can be reached on 571-272-4977. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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